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Parent Orientation
Pirkei Avot 4:26
Rabbi Yosi bar Rabbi Yehudah, a man from Kefar HaBavli 
says: “One who learns from children, to what can he be 
compared? To someone who eats unripe grapes, and 
drinks new wine fresh from his vat; And one who learns 
from elders, to what can he be compared? To one who 
eats ripe grapes and drinks aged wine.”

Rabbi [Judah the Prince] says, “Do not look at the 
container, rather at what it is in it: there are new 
containers full of aged wine, and old containers that 
don't even have new wine in them.”

פרקי אבות ד':כ''ו 
,רבי יוסי ברבי יהודה איש כפר הבבלי אומר  

לאוכל ענבים--למה הוא דומה, הלמד מן הקטנים  
למה, והלמד מן הזקנים; ושותה יין מגיתו, קהות  

י.ושותה יין ישן, לאוכל ענבים בשלות--הוא דומה

אלא במה שיש, אל תסתכל בקנקן, רבי אומר  
אפילו חדש, וישן; מלא ישן, יש קנקן חדש: בו  

י.אין בו

Younger Learners' Curriculum - Stories from our Torah
Big Idea: The stories in our Torah engage, challenge, and inspire us to understand how our ancestors serve as role 
models.
Course Text: Teach Me Torah, Behrman House
Description: In this class, the students will explore various stories that come from our Torah. In learning about the 
men and women who led our people during the biblical time, they will also begin to develop an appreciation for the 
values that guided those leaders and how we can incorporate those values in our lives today.

Middle Grades' Curriculum - Understanding God and Ourselves
Big Idea: Seeking to understand God helps us to better understand ourselves and our place in the world.
Course Texts: Partners with God, Behrman House; I Have Some Questions about God, Torah Aura
Description: In this class, the students will explore God from two directions: one, how our tradition has sought to 
understand God and what it teaches us about God, and two, exploring the questions that are common to learners of 
this age about God. By grounding the answers to those questions in the teachings of our tradition, the students will 
develop a more well-rounded understanding of God, our relationship to God, and our place in the world.

Older Learners' Curriculum -   Who We Are: Jewish History  
Big Idea: As modern Jews, knowing our history helps us understand who we are today. The stories of our people 
illustrate a heritage and traditions that we have inherited.
Course Texts: The History of the Jewish People,  Vols. 1&2, Behrman House
Description: In this class, students will investigate the history of the Jewish people, from our Biblical roots, 
through our various experiences in Europe and the Middle East, and into America and the State of Israel. 
Underscoring this class is the belief that the only way to understand where we are and where we are going is to 
know from where we have come and how we got here.

Family Days Curriculum –   Israel: the Land, State, and People  
Big Idea: Being a Jew compels us to consider our relationship to Israel, the land, and its people.
Big Idea: As Jews, we are driven to develop a relationship with Israel, the largest Jewish community in the world.
Description: Throughout the year, both students and parents will discuss the culture, symbols, experiences, 
challenges, and highlights of life in the State of Israel, including exploring our relationship to Israel as American 
Jews.
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